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Handout summary

The handout explains the importance of avoiding plagiarism in academic work and provides important tips on doing the same. For instance, students should use quotations when copying the exact words from a primary or secondary material that they use in their work. Likewise, if a student paraphrases the work of an author they should cite the name of the author and provide the page number from which they retrieved the information (Price 2). Apart from providing the in text citations, a student must also provide a work cited page at the end of the article showing the sources they used (Price 12). In addition, the handout provides useful insights on the importance of finding and using credible sources for academic work. Students are advised to use sources from the university library, credible websites, databases, e-books and avoid unverifiable sources such as Wikipedia (Price 2). 
The handout also provides crucial tips on writing and organizing an essay. A student must have a clear thesis statement at the end of the first paragraph, which sets forth the main idea of the essay (Price 4). When doing an analysis of literature work, the name and title of the poem, short story or novel must appear in the introductory paragraph (Price 4). Additionally, there should be an essay map, which will provide the main points supporting the thesis statement (Price 4). The body paragraphs in the essay should include quotations and paraphrases from both the primary and secondary sources with the aim of supporting the thesis statement (Price 8). There could be three or more body paragraphs depending on the topic of discussion before making a concluding paragraph, which summarizes the major points and ties them up to the thesis statement. 
More importantly, students are advised to understand the assignment instructions to develop a concise thesis statement and work within the word limit provided for an assignment (Price 12). Additionally, academic essays should be written in formal language and in third person without the use of meta-discourse (Price 12). Finally, the handbook provides important tips on counterchecking an essay to identify spelling, punctuation and other common mistakes to ensure adherence to MLA formatting.
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